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In today’s session 

•  The questions you were asked… 
• Categorized by topic 
• Number of responses per topic 
 



In today’s session 
What will we (Christians in an academic setting) do with the 
questions? 
 
1.  Discuss 
2.  Consider, in light of 1 Peter 3:15-16 
3.  Prioritize 
4.  Begin to address 



Discussion 
When you read the questions, what do you: 
 
1.  Think? 
2.  Feel? 
3.  Want to do? 



Discussion 
How do you see the questions, in light of I Peter 
3:15-16? 
 
15 But in your hearts revere Christ as Lord. Always be 
prepared to give an answer to everyone who asks you to 
give the reason for the hope that you have. But do this with 
gentleness and respect,  
16 keeping a clear conscience, so that those who speak 
maliciously against your good behavior in Christ may be 
ashamed of their slander. 
 



Prioritize 
If you were to prioritize the questions for developing 
answers, what would be your top two questions? 
 
1. 
2. 
 



Addressing the Questions 
Resources… 
 
Seeing life through worldview lenses 
Moral Therapeutic Deism 
Life as Story 
Postmodern pathway to faith 
Websites and organizations 
 



Addressing the Questions 
 
Seeing life through worldview lenses: 
1.  Material naturalism 
2.  Secular humanism 
3.  Pantheism 
4.  Monotheism 
5.  Moral therapeutic deism 



Four Worldviews 
“Operating systems of the mind…” 
 
1.  Naturalism: all things can be reduced to natural 

phenomena  
2.  Humanism: people are alone in the world and human 

reason is the bedrock upon which to build all forms of 
progress  

3.  Pantheism: all things are a manifestation of an 
impersonal life force 

4.  Monotheism: a personal God created and interacts with 
people and nature 



And One Other… 
Moral Therapeutic Deism 
 
1.  A god exists who created and ordered the world and 

watches over human life on earth.  
2.  God wants people to be good, nice, and fair to each 

other, as taught in the Bible and by most world religions. 
3.  The central goal of life is to be happy and to feel good 

about oneself. 
4.  God does not need to be particularly involved in one's 

life except when God is needed to resolve a problem.  
5.  Good people go to heaven when they die. 
 



Postmodern Pathway to Faith 
Five Thresholds… 
 
1.  Trusting a Christian 
2.  Becoming Curious 
3.  Opening up to Change 
4.  Seeking After God 
5.  Entering the Kingdom 
 
Source: I Once Was Lost, Schaupp and Everts.  

 



The Engel Scale of Spiritual Decision 



Life as Story 
The Story in the Bible 
1.  God 
2.  Creation  
3.  Fall 
4.  Covenant 
5.  Incarnation 
6.  Church 
7.  Kingdom of love and justice 
8.  Consummation 
 
 



Addressing the Questions 
Resources… 
 
•  veritas.org/talks/ 
•  christianityexplored.org/tough-questions 
•  exploregod.com/videos 
 



In today’s session 
What will we (Christians in an academic setting) do with the 
questions? 
 
1.  Discuss 
2.  Consider, in light of 1 Peter 3:15-16 
3.  Prioritize 
4.  Begin to address 
5.  What now? 


